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In the course of a conversation with the political
commissar at the base I was told : " We Communists
are against prostitution and a good Communist
must be able to control his sexual impulses.55
Proudly spoken, Mr. Commissar ; but the trouble
is that all the soldiers are not Communists, and
furthermore you do not take into account the
Spanish tradition in such matters, not to mention
the primary fact that nature when thwarted takes
its revenge.

Another misfortune is the complete non-existence
of military handbooks for officers. Whereas a
magnificent Spanish history of the world in ten
volumes only recently saw the light, the excellent
Spanish military regulations have been entirely sold
out and are no longer to be obtained for any money.
The result is that to the great detriment of uniformity,
military drill is arbitrarily carried out in haphazard
fashion according to Spanish, German, French,
Russian, or Czecho-Slovak methods. The paper
shortage is no excuse : the party is continually
printing hundreds of thousands of copies of the lives
of Stalin, Voroshilov, and Kaganovich, at the same
time as innumerable pamphlets on Dnieprostroi and
the setting up of creches. Paper should also be
available for printing military regulations.

Another grievance of our militiamen in Madri-